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618-656-4985 
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Fourth Degree -- 1st Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. 

Grand Knight Marcus Agustin 
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Email: magusti@siue.edu 

www.kofc1143.com  
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August 2025 

Grand Knight’s Letter 

Hello Brother Knights, 

 

We have less than one month 
left this summer break before 
the hustle and bustle starts. For 
most of you, the past two 
months have been spent with 
family and friends. The follow-
ing verse in Psalms 133:1 shows 
us the importance of unity 
among God’s people.  

 

Behold, how good and pleasant 
it is when brothers dwell in uni-
ty.  

 

This reminder is also true for a 
Catholic Brotherhood such as 
the Knights of Columbus. Let us 
continue to work together in 

serving the Catholic Church and 
our community, especially those 
around us who fully need our 
prayers and support.  

 

Our calendar of activities will 
start picking up in the month of 
August. Always check your 
email for announcements. One 
activity this August that I would 
like to highlight is an Exemplifi-
cation of Charity, Unity and Fra-
ternity on August 16, 2025 after 
the 4:15 Mass in St. Boniface 
Church. If you know a Catholic 
man who will be a good mem-
ber of the Knights of Columbus, 
do not hesitate to share this in-
vitation. If you are a First De-
gree Knight, this will be an op-
portunity to join the Second De-
gree and Third Degree.  

 

Lastly, there will be an Officers 
Installation after the August 11 
council meeting. I hope you will 
be able to attend the council 
meeting and stay for the Offic-
ers Installation to show support 
to your upcoming Council Offic-
ers.  

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for 
us. St. Joseph, pray for us. 
Blessed Michael McGivney, pray 
for us.  

 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

Marcus Agustin 

Grand Knight 

 MONTHLY FISH FRY    
August  15th Team # 4  4:30-7:00 pm 

AUGUST BBQ … 

Fred Mills Club will be holding their sixth BBQ of the season on August 3rd from 11:30—5:00 

pm.  They hold the BBQ the first Sunday of each month thru October.  Menu includes: ribs, pork 

steaks, pulled pork, chicken, brats, baked beans, macaroni salad, coleslaw, and potato salad.  

Hope to see you August 3rd. 

http://www.instagram.com/kofc1143
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 August Birthdays 

1 Mark F Rimkus 

1 Daniel J Sullivan 

3 William D Hawk 

8 Edward  Sjursen 

13 Shaun P Flannery 

13 William P Sampson 

14 Thomas P Moore 

16 Charron  Comeaux 

16 Benjamin M Hayden 

17 Jeffrey T Davis 

17 Thomas E Orscheln 

18 Bradley R Maes 

19 Dean F Croft 

19 Joseph A Richard 

21 Daniel L Glinn 

21 Tyler J Moore 

22 Jeffrey E Blair 

22 Todd M Ehlen 

22 Ronald J Frisse 

23 Joseph T Gierer 

23 Lawrence D Green 

24 Mark  Smith 

25 Christopher W Kyro 

25 Michael J Jasutis 

30 Bryce L Renken 

30 Douglas P Villhard Jr 

 

August Wedding  Anniversaries 
5 Kevin & Vineta Law 

5 Steve & Kay McClimans 

6 Rodney & Peggy Schaake 

6 Tobias & Shawna Heddinghaus 

6 James & Deana Strack Jr 

7 Scott & Sarah Garman 

8 Dr Nathan & Debbie Vuagniaux 

11 Thomas & Jennifer Hoeferlin 

13 Andrew & Brenda Wasser 

18 Jeffrey & Susan Papajcik 

24 Philip & Cheryl Kosydor 

26 Eugene & Judy Vallino 

26 Joseph & Cheryl Kalmer 

28 James & Lynne Ware 

29 David & Michelle Yates 

30 Roger & Judy Frank 

31 Mark & Tiffany Brase 

31 Denver & Elizabeth Seay 

 

CONGRATULATIONS AND MANY MORES! 

Knight of the Month  

Sir Brother Knight Denis Hessel.  Dennis has worked on several council 
initiatives,  from Rosary for Life, to Fish Fries, and has stepped into a vari-
ety of council positions when there was a need.  He is Past Financial Sec-
retary of the Council, Past Faithful Navigator of the Assembly, and current-
ly in charge of the Outer Guard.  He is in charge of the ushers Mary’s and 
collections counters  a St. Mary’s and has worked on various tasks as needed. 

Family of the Month 

The  Family of the Month is Sarah and Marlon Ray.  Sarah is the current Business 
Manager at St. Mary’s and has volunteered at the Glen Ed Pantry. Their family con-
tinues to serve St. Mary’s in various capacities. 

Calendar of Events August 2025 

2—Hops and Heroes Edw. Moose Lodge 
3—Fred Mills BBQ 11:30-5:00 
5—4th Degree Assembly 225  Meeting 7:30pm 
6—Blood Drive 3:30-6:00  

9—Rosary for Life Hope Abortion Clinic in Granite City  
 9:00am 
11—Council Meeting 7:00pm 
15—Fish Fry Team #4 4:30-7:00 pm 
18—Fred Mills Club Board Meeting 7:00 pm 
25—Officer Meeting 7:00 pm 
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Check Presentation to Mosaic Health 

Grand Knight Marcus Agustin Kathy 

Lesnoff, CEO of Mosaic Health, with a 

check for $15,000 from Council 1143.  

Pictured l-r Jerry Kapp, Kathy Lesnoff, 

Marcus  Agustin, and Mike Spotanski 

Grand Knight Marcus Agustin Kathy Lesnoff, CEO 

of Mosaic Health, with a check for $15,000  

which is a matching grant from the Supreme 

Council.  Pictured l-r Jerry Kapp, Kathy Lesnoff, 

Marcus  Agustin, and Mike Spotanski 

Brother Knights of Columbus Edwardsville Council 1143 present donations  to Mosaic Health to 
be used to purchase a brand new ultrasound machine.  Council 1143 collected  donations and 
the Fourth Degree Assembly #0225 donated $1,000 for this project and the Supreme Council 
matched the funds raised .  In total we were able to present Mosaic Health with $30,000 for this 
endeavor. 
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4th Degree Assembly 225 News 

Faithful Navigator’s Letter: 

Fellow Knights! 

 What an amazing July! We were excited to host 
our District Master Kevin Schoenborn at our Hall 
to conduct Officer Installation, which included a 
special devotion and heritage lesson, on the life of 
brother Knight Fred Mills. Fred was a furniture 
salesman in downtown Edwardsville, and at the 
age of 30 he volunteered and became private in 
the US Army’s 79th Infantry Division, 315th Infan-
try Regiment. He made the ultimate sacrifice 
fighting Nazis in northern France during Operation 
Overlord in 1945. After WWII ended, our council 
officers started the Fred Mills Club in his honor, 
and it remains the namesake of our hall to this 
day. 

Every year, July is a wonderful and eventful 
month, important to all of us Sir Knights who 
made a pledge to the Fourth Principal of Patriot-
ism! Undoubtedly the month of Independence 
Day should be a time to come together and cele-
brate our nation and our heritage, but in modern 
times it can create divisions. Does waving the flag 
mean I am a part of a political party, conservative 
or liberal? Red or blue? Am I confusing Patriotism 
with Nationalism? Fred Mills gave his life fighting 
nationalist Nazis in France as a part of the Great-
est Generation – that is undoubtedly Patriot-
ic!  But what can I do, here at home? I’ve dis-
cerned this virtue more this year than ever, and 
was led to an excellent article by author Jayme 

Stuart Wolf on these topics The Virtue of Patriot-
ism in the Catholic Review – “Patriotism cele-
brates the personal bonds of human communities 
and makes them visible.” Read it at https://
catholicreview.org/the-virtue-of-patriotism/ 

Don’t let this special year, the 125th anniversary of 
our Fourth Degree, slip by without committing to 
the Fourth Principal of Patriotism: Knights are pat-
riotic citizens. We are proud of our devotion to 
God and country, and believe in standing up for 
both. Whether it’s in public or private, the Knights 
remind the world that Catholics support their na-
tions and are amongst the greatest citizens.  

I challenge each and every Knight in our Council 
to live by this fourth Principal of Knighthood, to 
join us at the Assembly, and take the Exemplifica-
tion of the Fourth Degree! 

Remaining 2025 4th Degree Exemplifications: 

Sunday August 24th Morton, IL (Peoria) 

Sunday September 7th Teutopolis, IL 

Saturday October 25th Champaign, IL 

Saturday November 15th Highland, IL 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Jason Jones 

Faithful Navigator, Assembly 225 

Take the next step—become a 4th Degree Knight!  

The Highland Knights of Columbus is hosting a 4th Degree Exemplification November 

15th.  This would be a convenient location  to become  a 4th Degree Knight. 

https://catholicreview.org/the-virtue-of-patriotism/
https://catholicreview.org/the-virtue-of-patriotism/
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From Our Field Agent 

Retirement 

Will you have enough income in retirement? The last 

thing any of us will want to worry about is running out 

of money to cover our wants and needs in retire-

ment. 

An annuity from the Knights of Columbus can help 

give you peace of mind with a guaranteed income 

stream. How does it work? Simply put, an annuity is 

a retirement savings product. You make contribu-

tions, and after a specified amount of time, the annu-

ity pays you a regular income. 

Unlike other ways you may be saving for retirement, 

annuities remain stable during volatile market condi-

tions. In fact, each Knights of Columbus annuity 

comes with a guaranteed minimum interest rate. No 

matter the market fluctuations, your annuity is guar-

anteed to never earn less than the contractually stat-

ed amount, on an annual basis. 

As you prepare for retirement, you can also consider 

the tax advantages, income flexibility, and estate 

planning benefits that permanent life insurance of-

fers. It is a potentially valuable, and often underuti-

lized tool for families when it comes to preparing for 

retirement. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Rosary for Life.. 

Please join us the second Saturday of  each  month, August 8th,  to  pray the Most Holy Rosary of our Blessed Virgin 

Mary for an end to abortion.   We  will meet at the Hope Clinic in Granite City  at 9:00 am.   Please consider taking 

some time out of your busy schedule and pray with us to end the scourge of abortion.   Everyone is welcomed bring 

the wife, kids, and fellow parishioners.  You don’t have to be  a Knight to pray.  Your presence may change 

someone’s mind and keep their baby. 



 

                                                                                              Page  6 

Who was the Fred Mills Club named after???? 

 Researched by Faithful Navigator Jason Jones 

The short answer—Fred Joseph Mills:  Private, World War II 

Fred J. Mills was born December 6, 1912 in Graves County, Kentucky.  He was the son of Edward Mills and 

Mary Cordella Bolds.  He was married to Edith Mills and had been living in Edwardsville, Illinois working as 

a furniture salesman on Main Street in Edwardsville, when he entered the service as Private (PVT) Mills, an 

Infantryman with the 315th Infantry Regiment, 79th Infantry Division in World War II.  He was a brother 

Knight, probably a parishioner at St. Boniface, assumed by geography and the 1940 Census.  I 

checked .with the other Mills we know in the area John & Sherry mills, and Joe & Christy (Mills) Lombardi, 

who didn’t find a Fred Mills in their family trees. 

The 79th Infantry Division wore the “Cross of Lorraine” 

during World War I and World War II, the same herald 

borne by Joan of Arc in the 15th Century Hundred-

Years War and by the French Revolution.  This Divi-

sion’s colors still fly in the U.S. Army Reserve as the 

79th Theater Support Command in Los Alomitos, CA, 

hosting logistic and support units. 

PVT Mills 315th Infantry Regiment bears the motto 

Qui Me Tangit Paenitebit  “He who touches me will 

repent” is inactive, and hosts a historic Regimental 

Association. 

PVT Mills’ regiment landed on Utah Beach, Normandy 

on the 6th day after D-Day as part of Operation Over-

lord, on 12 June 1944, then attacked the German 

lines at Valognes and Cherbourg Naval Base.  They took For du Roule after a heavy engagement and took 

Cherbourg on 25 June.  He held the defensive line at the Ollonde River until 2 July 1944 and then returned 

to the offensive, taking La Haye du Puits in house-to-house fighting, 8 July. 

On 25 July, as the 79th attacked across the Ay River to take Lessay, PVT mills was killed in action.  He is 

buried at the Normandy American Cemetery Solleville-sur-Mer, France. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utah_Beach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cherbourg_Naval_Base
https://www.armydivs.com/79th-infantry-division
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Fred J. Mills continued….. 

 

The Fred Mills Club was incorporated on October 18,1949 in his memory by agent Frank A, Vanzo, and 

the original officers: Francis J. Carlin, W. Duane Daniels., Clarence B. Beck, and Eugene W. Wehling. 

Sources: 

https://www.honorstates.org/profiles/340896/ 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/56647849/fred-j-mills 

 

https://www.honorstates.org/profiles/340896/
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/56647849/fred-j-mills
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The 2025 Vocation Raffle is active. 

 Here are a few ways the proceeds from this raffle are used…. 

1. All seminarians in the Theology ranks receive a birthday card and a check in the amount 
of $100.00 on their birthday. All college seminarians receive a birthday card and a check in 
the amount of $50.00. 
 
2. All seminarians in the Theology ranks receive a copy of the "Ordo" as a Christmas gift. 
This year all college seminarians received a pocket prayer book printed by our Supreme 
Office. Both gifts are accompanied by a Christmas card. 
 
3. In October, we invite every seminarian attending Mundelein seminary from all six diocese 
of Illinois to a "Welcome Back To Mundelein Seminary Dinner ". A sizable monetary 
donation is also made to the seminary on your behalf. 
 
4. Additional donations are made to some of the other seminaries that our seminarians 
attend.  
 
5. When a seminarian is ordained we send him a ordination card. A check in the amount of 
$100.00 and a beautiful copy of the "Daily Missal". This gift is greatly appreciated. 
 
6. When seminarians call or write that some type of financial support is needed, we either 
write or call Councils or Assemblies in the seminarian's home diocese for help. Every request 
is carefully examined with the seminary rector or diocesan vocation director for approval. 
 
7. We ask that every Council, Assembly, brother knight and sir knight keep all of our 
seminarians in our prayers. 
 
THESE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE THINGS THAT THE ILLINOIS STATE COUNCIL 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS VOCATION SUPPORT PROGRAM DOES FOR OUR 
SEMINARIANS IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 

Click the Illinois State Council Knights of Columbus link below or scan the QR code on the right to make your 

contribution to the education of our future priests and religious.  Each $20 donation will generate 5 tickets into 

the drawing to be held at the December State Meeting.    

Be sure to enter  1143 as the council number so we get credit. 

 

Illinois State Council Knights of Columbus  

https://4agc.com/commerce_pages/cce3856f-138a-420b-8bdc-e764dcacb904
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Ancestral Heritage  

For the Christian community the family is far more than a 
“theme”: it is life, it is the daily fabric of life, it is the jour-
ney of generations who pass on the faith together with 
love and with the basic moral values. It is concrete soli-
darity, effort, patience, and also a project, hope, a future. 
All this which the Christian community lives out in the light 
of faith, hope and charity, should never be kept to oneself 
but must become, every day, the leaven in the dough of 
the whole of society for its greater common good.  

Hope and a future presuppose memory. The memory of 
our elderly people sustains us as we journey on. The fu-
ture of society … is rooted in the elderly and in the young: 
the latter, because they have the strength and are of the 
age to carry history ahead; the former, because they are a 
living memory. A people that does not take care of its el-
derly, its children and its youth has no future, because it 
abuses both memory and promise.  

Pope Francis  

Message to Participants in the 47th Social Week of Italian 
Catholics  

1. Who is one person in my family whose faith shaped my 
own faith?  

2. What are some ways our family tries to live out belief in 
God and his Church?  

3. Which virtue seems to be particularly strong in our fam-
ily — faith, hope or  

charity?  

4. Why is memory important to the future?  

5. What strengths do the children in our family have?  

Family and the Sabbath Rest  

In the Gospel we do not find discourses on the family but 
an event which is worth more than any words: God want-
ed to be born and to grow up in a human family. In this 
way he consecrated the family as the first and ordinary 
means of his encounter with humanity.  

In his life spent at Nazareth, Jesus honored the Virgin 
Mary and the righteous Joseph, remaining under their au-
thority throughout the period of his childhood and his ado-

lescence. In this way he shed light on the primary value of 
the family in the education of the person.  

Jesus was introduced by Mary and Joseph into the reli-
gious community and frequented the synagogue of Naza-
reth. With them, he learned to make the pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem, as the Gospel passage offered for our medita-
tion by today’s liturgy tells us.  

When he was 12 years old, he stayed behind in the Tem-
ple and it took his parents all of three days to find him. 
With this act he made them understand that he “had to 
see to his Father’s affairs,” in other words, to the mission 
that God had entrusted to him.  

This Gospel episode reveals the most authentic and pro-
found vocation of the family: that is, to accompany each 
of its members on the path of the discovery of God and of 
the plan that he has prepared for him or her.  

Mary and Joseph taught Jesus primarily by their example: 
in his parents he came to know the full beauty of faith, of 
love for God and for his Law, as well as the demands of 
justice, which is totally fulfilled in love.  

From them he learned that it is necessary first of all to do 
God’s will, and that the spiritual bond is worth more than 
the bond of kinship.  

The Holy Family of Nazareth is truly the “prototype” of 
every Christian family which, united in the sacrament of 
marriage and nourished by the Word and the Eucharist, is 
called to carry out the wonderful vocation and mission of 
being the living cell not only of society but also of the 
Church, a sign and instrument of unity for the entire hu-
man race.  

Let us now invoke for every family, especially families in 
difficulty, the protection of Mary Most Holy and of St. Jo-
seph. May they sustain such families so that they can re-
sist the disintegrating forces of a certain contemporary 
culture which undermines the very foundations of the 
family institution.  

May they help Christian families to be, in every part of the 
world, living images of God’s love.  

Pope Benedict XVI -Angelus Address, Dec. 31, 2006  

 

 

The Family Fully Alive 

Building the Domestic Church 

The following are excerpts from a Knights of Columbus publication—the Family Fully Alive 

MEDITATIONS ON FAMILY LIFE  
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Meditations on Family Life. continued 

1. What does it mean to me to see the rest of the family 
pray or attend Mass with me?  

2. Why might God want me to be a part of this particular 
family, giving me these people to love and care for?  

3. What is one thing about Mary or Joseph that I admire?  

4. How can I allow others to help me discover God’s plan 
for me? How can I encourage others to be open to God’s 
plan for them?  

Next month the beginning of a series Meditations on Fami-
ly Life. continued 

 

June 22, 2025 Eucharistic Procession 

On June 22nd, our Council and 
Fr. Trummer from St. Boniface  
held an Eucharistic Procession 
from the St. Boniface parking lot 
to the bandstand in the city 
park.  Approximately 150 people 
participated in this event. 

   Pictured at the left is the pro-
cession approaching the band 
stand.  After a Benediction Ser-
vice the Eucharist was returned 
to St. Boniface Church.   

The picture below shows the 
procession walking along South 
Buchanan back to the church..   

Thank  You to all who participat-
ed and those that made this dis-
play of our faith possible. 
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Knights of Columbus Watch and Ring  

A note from Jim Michel’s daughter…. 

My late father’s dying wish (literally) was for me to sell his KC ring and watch.  Men’s ring, size 10 3/4, 10k white gold with dia-
mond and KC watch for sale. See pictures. Ring can be sized, of course.  Have insurance appraisal with details. Priced to sell, sell-
ing together for $1500. If you have any questions please call or text     
Suzanne Lohrum at 618-315-7822  

Sincerely, 

Suzanne Michel Lohrum 

7H15 M3554G3 53RV35 7O PR0V3 H0W 0UR M1ND5 C4N D0 

4M4Z1NG 7H1NG5!   

1MPR3551V3 7H1NG5!  

1N 7H3 B3G1NN1NG 17 WA5 H4RD BU7 N0W, ON 7HI5 LIN3 Y0UR 

M1ND 1S R34D1NG 17 W17H 0U7 3V3N 7H1NK1NG 4B0U7 17,. 

BE PROUD! 0NLY C3R741NP390PL3 C4N R34D 7H15.   

PL3453 F0RW4RD 7H15 1F Y0U C4N R34D 7H15. 


